GRYLLUS MIGRATORIUS. 


<>. ————— 
CHARACTER- GENERICUS. 


Сара inflexum, maxillofum, palpis inftrutum. 
Antenne fetacez, feu filiformes. i 
Ale quatuor, deflexe, convolutze:' inferiores 

plicatz. 
Pedes poftici faltatorii. exer ubique bini. : 
Lin. Syf. Nat. р. 693. 


CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, Sc. 


GRYLLUS thorace fubcarinato : fegmento uni- 
co, capite obtufo, maxillis atris. 

Lin. Syft. Nut. p р. 700. 

GRYLLUS thorace fubcarinato : fegmento uni- 


co, mandibulis czruleis. І 
Fabr. Spec. Inf. tom. 1. р. 365. 


Prater omnia infecta quee fruges devorando homi- 
num miferias augere folent, Grylli, five Locuftx ut 
communiter dicuntur; maxime metuendany ftragem 
nobis inferunt. Іп calidioribus terre: partibus, Afri- 
cz precipue et Orientis regionibus, edaciffimorum ho- 
rum animalium innumerze exurgunt catervae, quee fupra ` 
fidem omnia devaftant ; tractus per quos volitant, fére 
defolant, et fpatio brevi amoeniffimas et fertiliffimas 
provincias in deferta convertunt ; dum denfiffimo co- 

i E sc rum 


rum agmine ipft dies.adimitur. Dubitari pene poffit, 
fintne locuftee nocentiores vivæ an mortuæ; e mortua- 
rum enim "millibus tanta exoritur putredo, ut incipien- 
tis peftis una e caufis valentiffimiscenfeatur. Locuft- 
arum plurima funt - fpecies, quarum que maxime for- 
tffe vorax et exitiola eftea in tabula depicta, que Gil- 
lus Migratorius Lrxs/Er Plérumque coloris eft fub- 
füfci, fed maculis obfevrioribus variati ; et in quibuf- 
dam corporis partibus coloris eft rubentis, ‘feu potius 
carnci ; crura autem plerumque funt fubcarulea. Ап. 
no millefimo feptingentefimo quadragefimo octavo, in 
varias Europe partes irrupit hæc fpecies, fed in cater- 
vis fparfis er difiradtis.* In Germaniam, Galliam, et 
Angliam involabant, et in urbe ipfa Londini ejufque 
vicinio plurima reperiebautur hujufmodi locuftze: bre- 
vi tamen fpatio periere, vix ulla : agris Шага i injuria. 
Maxima omnium ‘fpecierum hactenus cognitarum eft 
Gryllus criftatus Linn£1, qui infectum jam defcrip- 
tum mole quincuplici-vel-etiam fextupla fuperat ; qui- 
que cum aliis majoribus hujus generis, in nonnullis 
Orientis regionibus pro cibo ufurpari folitus eft. Non 
tantum recentes, fed et fale conditae comeduntur სდ 
locuftz, et in foro publico. venales proftant in oppidis 
Levantinis. -"Subftantia tamen earum pergracilis eft, 
przcipue infectorum marium; nam foeminz ob ovari- 
um paulo pleniorem efcam fuppeditant. Notiffimum 
. eft multum difputaffe. theologos de loco in fcriptis 
evangelicis, ubi dicitur Joannem Bapristam locufis 
ct melle fylveftri vitam fuftinuiffe, quorum nonnulli 
per verbum ахда, teneras tantum plantarum fum. 
mitates intelligi voluerunt, Cum tamen probe com- 

pertum 


pertum fit, Arabas hifce animalibus vel nunc pro cibo 
uti, vix egere videtur illa vox ulla alia interpretatione 
preter communem ct vulgarem. Cur enim miremur 
fandtum illum et abftemium prophetam, cum ab inani- 
bus mundi gaudiis fe procul fubduceret, cibo ufum fu- 
iffe non fane inter dapes lautiores numerando, fed illo 
tantum qui ia locum potioris efcae fuffectus fit ? Ur 
hanc conjecturam firmemus, teftimonium Domini Has- 
seLouisT liceat nobis proferre, qui de hac ipfa re ita lo- 
quitur. ** Qui infectis virum hunc fanétum vefci foli- 
tum fuiffe negant, aiunt cibum e locuftis paratum ig- 
notum prorfus effe et inufitatum. Si vero hi in ZEgyp- 
tum, Arabiam, aut Syriam migrarent, longe aliter de 
hac re fentirent : certis enim temporibus locuftas аГ, 
fatas communiter comedunt Arabes, nec dubitandum 
eft illis tempore. quo vixit JoANNES BAPTISTA, pro ci- 
bo fuiffe. Preterea his locis mores antiqui non facile 
dilabuntur, nec BapristzE cibus mirus aut infolitus 
jam reputatur. Prefbyter etiam Graecus, nequaquam 
indo@us, mihi pro-vero affirmavit ecclefiam fuam per 
verbum axgidas locuítas femper intellexiffe ; rifitque 
ipfe cum a me audiret noftros interpretes plantam aut, 
avem illo verbo fignificari conjeciffe. ” 
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THE 
MIGRATORY, 


GENERIC CHARAC TER. 


Head inflefied, armed with jaws, and. furnifhed 
with 08101 or feelers. ' 

Antenne either fetaceous, or filiform. | 

Wings four, defleCted, convolute ; xS inferior 
ones plaited. 

Hind- Feet formed for leaping. er on all the 
feet double. 


= SPECIFIC CHARACTER. 


GRYLLUS with fubcarinated thorax: тт а 
fingle fegment, obtule head, and. blackifh 


¿Or шей; jaws: 


(891 


Of all the ае: which аге cut of irs to AN 
calamities of mankind by, devouring. the ‚products ინ the 
earth, locufts {eem to’poflefs the moft formidable  pow- 
res of deftruétion. Legions. of thefe. voracious crea- 
tures are from time to time produced i in various parts of 
Africa and the Eaftern World, where the havock they 


“commit is almoft incredible. They carry defolation 
with 


with them wherever they país, and in the fhört fpace 
of a few hours change the moft fertile provinces into 
ihe appeararice of а barren defart ; while the air is 
darkened by their numbers. Nay even when dead 
they are ftill terrible, fince-the-putrefaction which ari. 
fes from their inconceivable number, is fuch that it has 
been regarded as one of the principal caufes of a be. 
ginning peftilence. "There are a great many different 
fpecies of locufts. One of the moft deftructive is the 
Gryllus Migratorius of LiwwNzzus, or the Wandering · 
Locuft, here reprefented. It is generally of a brownifh 
color, varied with {pots of a deeper сай, and in fome 
parts: with pale red or flefh-color, and the ‘legs are 
commonly blucifh. In the year 1748 this fpecies ap- 
peared in irregular flights in feveral parts of Europe ; 
as in Germany, France, and England, and in London 
in particular, and its neighbourhood, great numbers 
were feen: they регеа however ina fhort time, and 
were not productive ofany mifchief. The largeft fpe- 
cies of locuft yet known is the Gryllus Criftatus of 
LixwzEus, which is five or fix times as large as the fpe- 
cies juft defcribed ; and which, together with: fome 
other of the larger kind, is made ufe of in fome parts 
ofthe world.asan article of food. They are eaten both 
frefh and falted, in which laft ftate they are publickly 
fold in the markets in fome parts of the Levant; 
The quantity of edible fubftarice which they afford is 
but finall, efpecially'in the male'infects ; but the fé- 
males, on account of the ovaries, afford a more nutri- 
tious fuftenance. ‘It is well known that different in- 
terpretations have fometimes been given ofthepaflage | 

in 


in the facred writings in which Jon The Baptist is 
fid to have fed on locufts and wild honey ; and the 
word oxedz¢ has been fuppofed to mean the young 
fhoots of vegetables, rather than locutts; but fince the 
fact is well eftablifhed, that thefe infects are ftill eaten 
by the inhabitants of the Faft, there feems not the 
leaft reafon for admitting any other interpretation than 
the ufually received one : Why fhould we wonder that 
the abftemious prophet, during his ftate of folitary fe- 
clufion from the commerce of the world, fhould fup- 
port himfelf by a repaft which is to be numbered not: 
amongft the luxuries of life, but merely regarded as a 
fubftitute for food of a more agreeable nature? We 
may alfo adduce, in fupport of this idea, the teftimo- 
ny of HAssELoUIST， who thus expreffes himfelf on 
this very fubjedt. “They who deny infects to have 
been the food of this holy man, urge, that this infect 
is an unaccuftomary and unnatural food ; but they 
would foon be convinced ofthe contrary, if they would 
travel hither, to Egypt, Arabia, or Syria, and take a 
meal with the Arabs. Roafted locufts are at this time 
eaten by the Arabs at the proper feafon, when they 
can procure them ; fo that in all probability this difh 
has been ufed in the time of Sr. Joux. Ancient cuf- 
toms are not here fubjeét to many changes, and the 
vi&uals of Joun are not believed unnatural here; and 
1 was affured by a judicious Greek prieft, that their 
church had never taken the word in any other fenfe, 
than that of locufts ; and he even laughed at the idea 


of its being a plant or a bird.” 
HasseLquist's Travels, Eng. Tranflation, p. 419. 


